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Minutes of Members Meeting held on 19/05/2026

Minutes of Meeting

1. Attendance and apologies: 30 attendees, 9 apologies.
2. Guests/New Members & Membership
New Member, Robin Whinney, welcomed to the Club. Robin is a retired farmer.

John Richardson (Hutton Rudby), 96, has withdrawn from the Club due to failing
health, sadly. Consequently, Jeff Prettyman 92, now becomes the Club's elder
statesman.

Chris Griffiths is recovering from major surgery, and, currently, is unable to fulfil
his role as Speaker Finder. The Chairman has stepped in on a temporary basis
until Chris returns. A volunteer from the Membership is invited to relieve Keith of
this duty.

Alwyn Boulby sadly passed away on 13" May 2026.
3. Minutes of previous Meeting held on 17" March 2026: Accepted
4. Matters arising:  None.
5. Members' Lunch

The next lunch will be at The Blackwell Ox at Carlton-in-Cleveland on Thursday
4™ June 2026. Time: 12.30 for 1.00pm.

Peter Robinson will circulate details today. The menu is shown on the Blackwell
Ox website.

Pre-ordering is required — please advise Peter of your choices by Wednesday
27" May.

6. Committee Reports
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Treasurer:  All accounts in order. Only 8 subscriptions payments remain
outstanding. Please pay asap if you have not already done so.

Chris Lee intends to relinquish the role of organising Christmas Lunch, and a
volunteer is sought to take over. The booking is already made at the Wainstones
for this year, and Chris will work closely with the new organiser to ensure a
seamless and smooth handover.

Secretary: No issues arising.
Website Manager: Website up to date.

Speaker Finder: Current Programme complete. A volunteer is requested to stand
in until Chris Griffiths returns from his recuperation.

7. Trips

Currently, no trips are scheduled or are being researched. It was noted that costs
for entry to venues and transport are rising markedly.

Jeff Prettyman drew attention to a visit to the Nissan Factory at Sunderland on
27th October 2026 advertised by Generation Travel for a cost of £54pp. Any
Members interested should contact Generation Travel directly.

Colin Howard suggested that a visit to Twisted in Thirsk may be of interest.
(Twisted is a small company based in Thirsk that re-engineers Land Rover
Defenders to produce high end luxury vehicles.)
Colin Hinton joined Paul Hayton in suggesting that Kiplin Hall might be of interest.
The Chairman will research the suggestions and report back.

8. AOB

Additional Programme Cards were distributed to those Members requesting
them.

PROBUS pens were offered to Members not yet having received one.
Lapel Name holders were offered to Members

9. Fun Draw:

The Chairman brought one copy of the Admiral Nelson biography, “The Sword of
Albion”, as a Gift to Stefan Barnes for all his free work for the Club.

In addition, there were two selections of wartime easy reading novels, and the
lucky winners were Mike McCamley and lan Taylor.

Next Meeting is on Tuesday 16™ June 2026 when Jags Sanghera will give a
presentation about Cyber Crime.

19/5/2026 JE
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Minutes of Members Meeting held on 16/06/2026

Minutes of Meeting

1.

2.

Attendance and apologies: 24 attendees, 13 apologies.

Guests/New Members & Membership:

Guests: 1

Membership: Laurie Graham is withdrawing from the Club as he is now unable
to attend meetings for health reasons.

Minutes of previous Meeting held on 19" May 2026: Accepted
Matters arising: None.

Members' Lunch
Lunch held at The Blackwell Ox at Carlton-in-Cleveland on Thursday 4™ June

2026. The event was enjoyed by all. There was much praise for the venue and
the food.

6 Committee Reports

Treasurer: Only two subscription payments outstanding.

The annual Subscription of £35 for 2026/27 was accepted by the Membership.
Chairman's budget: As this is a substantial sum the Treasurer, Chris Lee,
explained that this budget was monitored closely, and a spreadsheet was
maintained to itemise and account for all expenditure. Asked if they wished it to
continue Members agreed unanimously that it should.

Last month Chris announced that he intends to relinquish the role of organising
Christmas Lunch. Since then, Malcolm Beavis has kindly offered to take on the
job. Chris explained that the Wainstones Hotel is already booked for this year,
and that he will work closely with Malcolm to ensure a smooth and seamless
handover.

Secretary: No issues arising.

Website Manager: Unable to attend. Website up to date.

Speaker Finder: As Chris Griffiths is undergoing a prolonged recovery from

surgery he wishes to step down as Speaker Finder and a volunteer is sought to
take on the role. In the meantime, the Chairman has stepped in on a temporary
basis until a volunteer is found. He has completed the 2027-2028 programme,
which will be agreed with Chris before it is confirmed.

6. Trips

Christine Corbett has written to the Club and apologised that she is no longer
available to give talks outside the Teesside boundary. However, she can
arrange visits to the Archives to see conservation methods and give talks in
the Museum on Fridays when it is closed to the public.

Members showed interest in this. The Chairman will follow it up.
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Nissan Factory is UK's largest car manufacturing plant. With a direct
workforce of 6,000 it has produced 11 million cars since opening in 1986 at
the rate of one car every two minutes. No public visits are entertained, only
public interest groups in three categories:

Corporate tour — 7 hrs

Intermediate tour — 4 hrs

Short tour, assembly & testing — 2 hrs

There is a minimum charge of £400 up to £1000 per group tour (maximum 16
persons).

As Members showed little interest this will not be followed up. But, if any
Member wished to visit they should contact Generation Travel who run trips at
£45 per person.

Twisted: (A small company based in Thirsk that re-engineers Land Rover
Defenders to produce high end luxury vehicles.) This has good reviews and
has a good coffee shop. Three Members are arranging their own Vvisit.

Darlington Hippodrome: 12 Angry Men - There was little interest and this will
not be pursued.

Kiplin Hall: Located midway between Northallerton and Richmond, Kiplin Hall
is a charming stately home built in the 1620's by the founder of Maryland.
Note that there are no lifts, but there is a good cafe on the site. As 8 Members
immediately showed interest, this trip will be followed up. Generation Travel
would charge £400 for a 30-seater coach.

7. AOB

The Chairman listed a number of notable facts about the life of a very famous
musician. Several Member's guessed correctly — Louis Armstrong.

Fun Draw: The Chairman brought two books: The History of the Police
Motorcar and Sherlock Bones and Dr Catson. The lucky winners were Brian
Sturrock and Chris Lee.

Next Meeting is on Tuesday 21st July 2026 when Stefan Barnes will present
“Luigi & Lucid”.

16.6.26 JE

16"  June 2026 Speaker. Jags Sanghera on Cyber Crime

Jags is the Fraud Co-ordinator for the Yorkshire and Humberside Region.

He was booked a long way in advance and his attendance confirmed.

He failed to attend. No advance notice was afforded.

His Police Dept. emailed an apology a week later to say that Jags had taken
some leave.

Would we like another date?

Page 4



STOKESLEY PROBUS CLUB
Minutes of Members Meetings 2026-2027

Given the situation we were in having no Speaker, Keith Burton helpfully
stepped in to deliver an impromptu Talk.

Based on his and Val’'s extensive research into “The Fallen of Stokesley”,
Keith relayed the poignant story of Harry Carter who was invalided out of the
Army suffering from the effects of poison gas during WW1.

Having serious respiratory damage and nursed at home by his mother on West
Green, Harry died several years after the war.

The Army declined his mother’s request for a Memorial Plaque (Death Penny)
and scroll to be issued on the grounds that his death certificate declared TB as
his cause of his death, and not as a consequence of service injury much to the
indignation of the town’s people.

Many thanks to Keith for providing an interesting story of injustice with a local
base.

16.6.26 JE

Minutes of Members Meeting held on 21/07/2026

Alwyn Keith Alastair Boulby 1944 - 2026

Minutes of Meeting

1. Attendance and apologies: 32 attendees, 4 apologies.

2. Guests/New Members & Membership: Guests: 0
Membership: No matters arising.

3. Minutes of previous Meeting held on 16™ June 2026: Accepted
4. Matters arising: None.

5. Members' lunch
There has been a slow take up for lunch at Tockett's Mill on Wed. 5" Aug.
2026. Spaces available, so any Members wishing to attend please advise
Peter Robinson, or just turn up on the day.

6. Committee Reports
Treasurer: All subscription payments now received. One Member fewer than
the previous year.
Secretary: No issues arising.
Website Manager: Website up to date.
Speaker Finder: The Chairman is co-ordinating with the next few speakers to
ensure the programme runs smoothly. Malcolm Smith has volunteered to take
over.
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7. Trips
Teesside Archives - Christine Corbett has been provisionally booked for
Friday 5™ March 2027.
She has new talk, “100 years — The History of ICI” which can be presented in
the Education Room. Following that, a tour of the Conservation Studio, the
Search Room browsing original documents and a tour of the Museum.
Kiplin Hall: Suggested date - Friday 25" September 2026. The cost would be
around £30 per person (including coach, entry price, and guide) assuming 30
attendees on 30-seater coach.
Only 7 Members expressed interest during the Meeting. If no substantial
increase in interest over the next week, then visit will be dropped.

8. AOB
As the Meeting was held on the occasion of the birthdays of both Chris
Griffiths and
Mike McCamley, the Chairman presented each with a copy of the book,
“Churchill — The Greatest Britain”.
A further two copies, one for Keith Burton for delivering an impromptu talk at
the previous Meeting, and one for Stefan Barnes for presenting today's talk
and foregoing his fee.

Fun Draw: For prizes the Chairman brought two books:"The Car” and
“Formula 1 Circuits”.
The lucky winners were Keith Bell and Brian Hall.

Next Meeting is on Tuesday 18" August 2026 when Sal Mancina will present “Bee
Keeping”.

JE 21.7.26
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Minutes of Members Meeting held on 18/08/2026

Minutes of Meeting

1.
2.

Attendance and apologies: 30 attendees, 8 apologies.
Guests/New Members & Membership: Guests: 0
Membership: No matters arising

Minutes of previous Meeting held on 21" July 2026: Accepted
Matters arising: None.

Members' lunch

Tockett's Mill on Wed. 5" Aug. Moderate attendance, as expected during
peak holiday season,
but good meal in pleasant surroundings enjoyed by all.

Next Lunch: The Royal Oak, Great Ayton, on Wed. 7" Oct.
Invitations and details will be circulated nearer the time.

Committee Reports

Treasurer: All subscription payments now received. Christmas lunch — a joint
visit (CL, KW and MB) to the Wainstones to be arranged to check on issues
that were to be addressed following the December 2025 lunch.

Secretary: No issues arising.
Website Manager: Website up to date. Photos next month.

Speaker Finder: While temporarily standing in for Chris Griffiths the Chairman
has booked speakers for the 2027/2028, and the 2028/2029 programmes. On
21st July 2026 Chris Griffiths officially stepped down and Malcolm Smith was
co-opted to take over the role.
Thanks to Malcolm for volunteering for the position.

Thanks was expressed to Chris for organising such a varied and interesting
programme of excellent speakers during his tenure. Best wishes were offered
for his speedy recovery and return to Club activities.

Trips

Kiplin Hall: This trip has now been cancelled due to insufficient numbers for
the trip to be financially viable. Representatives of both Kiplin Hall and the
coach company were very understanding.

Teesside Archives: A visit is booked for Friday 5th March 2027. This is on a
day when it is closed to the public, and will include the Museum, Research
Room, Conservation Studio (with a demonstration of conservation methods),
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and a behind the scenes tour of the museum collections. This will be from
10.00 am - 12.00 noon followed by a snack/light lunch in Dressers quaint
tearoom.

Following this, the Chairman is looking into a guided tour of the Linthorpe
Cemetery from 2.00 pm until around 3.30 pm.

The day will be flexible — join the morning session, the lunch, or the museum,
or all three or any combination you wish.

Car sharing would be ideal, noting that there is some car parking at the rear of
the building. It was also noted that Christine Corbett has prepared a new talk,
“100 years — The History of ICI” which can be presented for us in the
Education Room at some date.

8. AOB
The Chairman brought surplus PROBUS “40 years” pens for any Members
wishing to have one.

Surplus Programme cards were also available.

The Chairman brought a Tom-Tom car sat nav, a 2027 calendar and a 2026-
2027 Diary for any Member who may find any useful.

Fun Draw: For prizes the Chairman brought two sets of three books : "The
Genius of Birds”, the RSPB Birds of Britain and Europe and the RSPB
Everyday Guide to British Isles Birds.

The lucky winners were Mike Lawrenson and Graham Howard.

Please note that the next Meeting is on Tuesday 8™ September 2026, the
second Tuesday of the month, due to the Town Hall closure for Stokesley
Show week.

The speaker, Rob Newton, will present “Sustainable Shooting”.

JE 18/8/2026
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